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Literacy skills in the trades– case studies and incident 

reports 

This activity encourages students to improve their literacy skills by reading and creating their own 

case studies and filling out incident report forms. 

This activity was developed by Dee Rackham and Dawn Doherty, Berwick Technical College. It can be 

used to support Reading and Writing, Learning outcome 2: Writing for practical purposes. 

 

What to do: 

1. Watch the video ‘Scott Cam talks building site safety’ on the 

Worksafe Victoria website. Go to 

http://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au About Worksafe 

Campaigns 

2. Discuss some of the unsafe practices that may occur on a 

building site. 

3. Students read the case study provided about a workplace 

incident on a construction site and then fill out the incident 

report form. You can find a Hazard/Incident/Accident Report Form at 

http://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/wsinternet/wo

rksafe/home/forms+and+publications/educational+material/hazard

+-+incident+-+accident+report+form 

4. Students work with a partner to create their own case study 

depicting a workplace incident (they may wish to watch the video 

‘Scott Cam talks building site safety’ again and note some of the 

unsafe practices highlighted). 

5. Students swap case studies and fill in an incident report form with 

the details from another pair’s case study. 

6. Share case studies and discuss how some of the incidents could be 

prevented. 

 

  

http://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/
http://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/wsinternet/worksafe/home/forms+and+publications/educational+material/hazard+-+incident+-+accident+report+form


Case Study 

It’s Monday 1st July and you are on a construction site, 

working as a school-based apprentice for the Three 

Little Pigs Building Co.  

Just before the 10am smoko, you hear a loud yell from 

behind you. You look around and see Barry Teel, a full 

time 3rd year apprentice falling from a roof truss with a chisel in his hand.  

You race over to help him but he falls to the ground, landing on a pile of builder’s sand. He’s 

moaning and groaning and is obviously in a lot of pain. His left leg is sitting at a funny angle and looks 

like it is broken. He also has a cut on his right side where the chisel gouged into him. He tells you that 

he slipped on a piece of metal and lost his balance. 

You call an ambulance and yell for the supervisor, Ben Patterson. Ben runs over and administers first 

aid until the ambulance arrives. 

The next day, Ben (the supervisor) asks you to fill in an incident report form as Barry is in hospital 

recovering from his injuries. 

 

 

 


